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The Gathering in Dobson, North Carolina, has become a staple car show for British car enthusiasts from 
across the East Coast—and well beyond. It’s a wonderful weekend event held at the spectacular 
Shelton Vineyards, located in the heart of Yadkin Valley wine country. 

The Shelton estate spans 406 acres, with approximately 200 acres under vine. The vineyard features a 
33,000-square-foot winery, an on-site restaurant, and a well-stocked wine shop. The owners also 
operate a comfortable hotel and restaurant, where many Gathering attendees stay at very reasonable 
rates. 

The Triumph Club of the Carolinas has been hosting The Gathering for 40 years, and their experience 
shows—they run a tight, well-organized event. This year was no exception. 

Friday marked the start of registration with the traditional Blue Ridge Foothills Tour, which turned out 
to be less of a casual drive and more of a timed rally—testing participants’ ability to follow directions 
and answer questions along the route. The evening featured a “Ladies Night Out” at the Harvest Grill 
at the Vinyard, and a lively auction at the hotel.  British car parts, creative items, pizza, and soft drinks 
made for a fun and relaxed close to the day. 

Saturday was the main event. TCOC President, Steve Ward, reported that more than 300 cars were 
registered for the 2026 Gathering, with 289 on display at the Vineyard—a remarkable achievement, 
though not surprising for those familiar with the event’s reputation. 

I arrived early and enjoyed watching the steady stream of cars entering the grounds. By 11:00, the 
fields were filled as far as the eye could see. From my vantage point, there were Jaguars behind me 
and Austin Healey’s to my left. Across the brook, Triumphs were stacked on the hill, and in the distance 
I could see, literally, hundreds of MG’s, Mini’s, and assorted other vintage marques basking in the sun. 

The day offered something for everyone: wine tastings, winery tours, shopping, food trucks, wrench 
racing, and—of course—an impressive display of beautiful British automobiles. The evening concluded 
with a post-show barbecue back at the hotel. 

Sunday was reserved for the autocross at Surry Community College. Unfortunately, I can’t comment or 
report on the results, as I said my goodbyes over breakfast and began the five-hour drive home. 

This year’s Gathering spotlighted the Sunbeam marque on a grassy hill, beneath the shade of large, 
majestic elm trees. Twenty-one well-curated Sunbeams were on display—an impressive showing that 
included Wes Rittenhouse’s right-hand-drive 1967 Sunbeam Tiger from Annville, Pennsylvania, co-
piloted by none other than “Tiger Tom,” serving as technical support for the journey. 

Considering that the previous high for Sunbeam attendance at The Gathering was just ten cars, the 
Triumph Club of the Carolinas—and the show attendees—were delighted by the turnout. The weather 
cooperated beautifully, with mid-80s temperatures, low humidity, and a steady breeze throughout the 
day. 

It didn’t take long for participants to drag their chairs into the shade to join us. New friendships formed 
quickly, and conversations flowed easily. I spent much of the early part of the day photographing as 
many cars as possible, though the sheer size of the field limited my wanderings mostly to the Triumphs 
and Sunbeams. The remainder of the day was happily spent in the shade, enjoying the company—and 
tales from the road and beyond. 

Around 3:00, the popular vote awards presentation began.  TCOC started with Sunbeam’s since they 
were the day’s main attraction.  Here’s how the voting went for Class A - Sunbeams: 
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 Class-A1 Sunbeam Alpines            Class-A2  Sunbeam Tigers 
 

              1st Todd Smith - 1963 Alpine               1st  Scott Hackenson - 1966 Tiger 

                  
 

         2nd Bob Bissett – 1967 Alpine V8       2nd  Clyde McLaughlin - 1966 Tiger 

                     
  

       3rd Richard Fritz – 1963 Alpine GT            3rd  Joel Martin - 1966 Tiger 
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      Class-A3  Alpine Modified  1st              Class-A4  Rootes Group  1st 

                    
 

As I mentioned, I took as many photos as I could, but I made sure that Triumphs were photographed 
first since this was their 40th Gathering—and their car displays made quite an impression.  Let’s start 
with the award winning Triumphs: 

Class-N1  Triumph TR3/3A/3B 
 

       1st  Place TIE  Warren Bender - 1961 TR3A  and  Rod Smith - 1959 TR3A 

                        
 

        2nd Jim and Linda Cain - 1958 TR3                 3rd Sam Zaffino - 1962 TR3B 

                      

                                            Class-N2  Triumph TR4 
             1st   Sam Johnston - 1964 TR 4 
             2nd   Terry Sopher - 1962 TR 4 
             3rd   Chris Simonsen - 1963 TR  
 

My apologies... No photos 

were available for this class 
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            Class-N3  Triumph TR250/5         Class-N4  Triumph TR6 thru 1973  
 

1st  John Tweedy - 1968 TR250         1st  Scott Porter - 1970 TR6 
            

                         

          2nd  Will Sutton - 1968 TR250       2nd  Chris Bullock - 1969 TR6           

                  
 

  3rd  Al Salvatore - 1968 TR25                 3rd  Skip Robertson - 1973 TR6 
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Class-N5  Triumph TR6 1974-on 
 

              1st  Matt Mierson - 1974 TR6                   2nd  TIE Paul Morro - 1974 TR 6 
     

                         

           

      2nd TIE Bruce McCullough - 1976 TR6            2nd  TIE Steve Lail- 1976 TR6      
    

                              

           

          3d Tim Richardson - 1974 TR6          
                        

          

        
 
 
 

Class-N6  Triumph TR7/8 

1st Reeve Samson- 1980 TR8 
2nd   Mike Harris - 1980 TR8 
My apologies... No photos were 

available for this class 
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                Class-N7  Spitfire                    Class-N8  Standard/Triumph Other 

 

      2nd  Steve Cumpston - 1978 Spitfire         3rd   Dave Crane - 1963 Triumph Sport 6 
    

                                  
                      

 

 

 

 

 

Other Triumphs and Sunbeams at the Gathering making their presence known were: 

1st  Rich Stavridis - 1972 Spitfire 
3rd    Mark Vetrano - 1979 Spitfire 
My apologies... No photos were 
available for these cars 
 
 
 
 

1st  Ken McBean - 1969 GT6 
2nd   Jack Sampson - 1973 GT6 
My apologies... No photos were 
available for these cars 
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And out of 289 registered cars on the Shelton Vineyard grounds this 
car, a 1970 TR 6 PI, owned by Robert and Lynda White, drove away 
with ‘Best of Show’ honors.  Congratulations.                         

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the show, many attendees headed to the TCOC barbecue at the hotel. Some of the Sunbeam 
group ventured to the Depot at Cody Creek for what was reportedly an exceptional dining experience, 
while I joined Eric and Bonnie Gibeaut and Jeanne Webb for Italian feast at Roma’s in nearby Jonesville. 
The Sunbeam gathering continued afterward, as many of us reconvened in the hotel parking lot for 
cigars and a few adult beverages before finally calling it a night. 

This was my 3rd Gathering at Shelton Vineyards which I believe was my best experience so far.  You 
couldn’t ask for a more cordial club to sponsor this event.  All the Sunbeam guys were treated like 
royalty right down to the members hospitality and their 
helpfulness just getting around Dobson 

As events go, this is one of the best shows in the Carolinas, 
albeit a bit of a trip, but worth every mile.  I know the 
Carolina Sunbeam guys really enjoyed working with Steve 
Ward to bring the Sunbeams to the Vineyard.  It was a great 
experience for all of us from TEAE, Charleston, Black 
Mountain, Durham, West End, Columbia, and even the guys 
from Pennsylvania who won the Longest Distance Award 
(471 miles) in a right-hand drive 1967 Tiger . 

If you’re interested in the 2027 Gathering, I suggest you watch the TCOC website for registration 
information and book the hotel early because it fills up quickly. 

See you at the Vinyard... 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tmQZYVNKKZs

